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c.	 Describe access procedures and note any likely problems.

d.	 Discuss how you will develop and maintain relations in 
the site.

e.	 Review any sampling issues.

f.	 Present an overview of the way in which you will analyze 
the data you collect.

2.	 For an intensive interview component, propose a focus for 
the intensive interviews that you believe will add the most 
to findings from the survey project. Present in your proposal 
the following information about your plan:

a.	 Present and justify a method for selecting individuals to 
interview.

b.	 Write out three introductory biographical questions 
and five general overview questions for your interview 
schedule.

c.	 List at least six different probes you may use.

d.	 Present and justify at least two follow-up questions for 
one of your grand tour questions.

e.	 Explain what you expect this intensive interview compo-
nent to add to your overall survey project.

3.	 Which qualitative data analysis alternative is most appropri-
ate for the qualitative data you proposed to collect for your 
project? Using the approach, develop a strategy for using 
the techniques of qualitative data analysis to analyze your 
textual data.

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise

Dataset Description

Youth.sav These data are from a random sample of students from schools in a southern state. While not 
representative of the United States, these data cover a variety of important delinquent behaviors 
and peer influences. 

Variables for Exercise

Variable Name Description

V77 A five-category ordinal measure asking a respondent how wrong they think their friends think it 
is to steal. Responses range from 1 (always wrong) to 5 (never wrong)

V79 A five-category ordinal measure asking a respondent how wrong they think their friends think it 
is to drink. Responses are the same as “v77”

V109 A five-category ordinal measure asking the respondent how much of a problem they thought it 
would be if they were taken to court for underage drinking

D1 A binary variable based on the number of delinquent acts a respondent reported. A 0 indicates 
that the respondent reported one or fewer acts, while 1 indicates two or more

1.	 Thinking inductively, write several research questions and 
hypotheses about how you think these variables will be 
related to one another.

a.	 Friends’ attitudes about drinking and stealing

b.	 Respondent views on the consequences of delinquency

c.	 If the individual has engaged in delinquency

Consider drawing a diagram to help to visualize the relationships 
you expect to find, paying close attention to the causal ordering you 
might expect. Recall that it is conceptually very possible for causes 
and effects to reinforce one another over time, such as the case of a 
vicious circle!

d.	 Is this set of research questions and hypotheses better 
answered by quantitative or qualitative methods? Why?

2.	 Now, look at cross-tabulations between the variables “v77,” 
“v79,” “v109,” and “d1.” That’s a lot of crosstabs, but that is 
partly the point! What sort of relationships do you find? 
What hypotheses are and are not supported?

a.	 Is this analysis able to establish causal ordering?

b.	 Is there the possibility of spuriousness?

c.	 Is it reasonable to generalize from this analysis to other 
schools?

d.	 What remains unanswered or assumed?


